PNLA Report – AkLA Annual Conference – Anchorage, AK – 2010
Membership:

PNLA has selected Memberclicks to handle its membership registration needs.  This software is able to handle membership renewals in US and Canadian dollars, allows members to see other PNLA members through an interactive PNLA Director, and makes it easier for the PNLA Board to keep in contact with members.  Jason Openo, 2nd Vice President – Membership, has already seen a dramatic increase in PNLA membership renewals since switching to Memberclicks.
Leadership Institute:
The fourth PNLA Leadership Institute will be held at Schweitzer Mountain Resort (www.schweitzer.com) in Sandpoint, Idaho from October 17-22, 2010.  Becky Schrieber and John Shannon of Schreiber Shannon Associates will be the facilitators.  Applications will be available via the PNLA website (www.pnla.org) beginning March 1, 2010.  The application period will close on May 7, 2010.  Registration for PNLA and AkLA members will be $1,300 (which may be reduced if major support funding is obtained before August of 2010).  Registration includes lodging, meals, materials and activities.  The registration and transportation costs for Alaska attendees has been covered by an Interlibrary Cooperation Grant in the past; I am in the process of writing an ILC grant to assist participants from Alaska for the 2010 Institute.  Please check the PNLA website for leadership institute updates.
PNLA Quarterly:

The PNLA Board approved a motion to set up a peer review system for submissions to the PNLA Quarterly.  The PNLA Quarterly has been published as an electronic-only journal since Spring 2009.  The Quarterly is located at http://www.pnla.org/quarterly/index.htm
Young Reader’s Choice Award:

Remember, YRCA voting will take place in March of 2010.  The 2010 YRCA list of nominees is available on the PNLA website (www.pnla.org).  Discussion guides and promotional materials are also on the website.  Also, the 2011 YRCA nominations have just been posted to the PNLA website.
2010 Conference:
A reminder that PNLA’s 2010 conference, “No Library is an Island,” will be held in beautiful Victoria, BC from August 11-14.  The conference will be a joint effort of PNLA and the Washington Library Association and will be held at the Victoria Conference Centre and the Fairmont Empress Hotel.  If you haven’t done so already, please make your reservation at the Empress today.  Over 300 rooms have already been booked!

Anchorage has been selected as the location for PNLA’s conference in 2012.  The hotel location has been narrowed down and we hope to make a final decision during this year’s AkLA conference.  I’ve already heard from several PNLA members from member states and provinces who are looking forward to visiting Alaska in 2012.
PNLA Board:

The PNLA board met at the Dumas Bay Centre in Federal Way, WA from February 5-7, 2010. The Board is working diligently to improve and expand services to the six state and provincial associations that make up the organization.  PNLA’s finances are in good shape and the Board unanimously approved to sponsor each member’s annual conference for up to $500; I’m happy to report that PNLA is a sponsor of this year’s AkLA conference.

The PNLA board also discussed reciprocal conference registration rates.  Currently, members of PNLA as well as members of each state and provincial association are eligible to receive member rates for PNLA conference registration.  Would the E-Council approve of allowing PNLA members to attend the annual AkLA conference at the member rate?  A reciprocal rate would probably not have much impact on future AkLA conferences because our conferences take place during the winter months and are far from the other member states and provinces.  However, the PNLA board is hoping that this arrangement will help to solidify the relationship between member associations and PNLA, and bring more value to both organizations.  All of the states and provinces with PNLA are asking their organizations to consider this arrangement.  So far, I know that the president and a board member of the Library Association of Alberta are in favor of the idea.
The Board formed a standing Communications Committee to include members from each state and province, chaired by the Past President and to include the current President.  The committee’s task will be to update PNLA’s Communication Plan procedures.

A special committee composed of all PNLA representatives was formed to review State/Provincial Representative job descriptions and bring recommendations for Manual of Procedures revisions to the August board meeting.

The Board proposed a change to membership dues to streamline the fee structure, add a special rate for students, retirees, and first-time members, and make dues payable on a rolling (evergreen) basis.  A motion was approved to eliminate the membership fee for current students of library education programs for a period of two years.  Information regarding dues changes will be sent to the PNLA membership no later than June 1.  The vote will occur during the annual membership meeting at the Victoria conference in August.

I recently forwarded an update to the PNLA/Oregon Library Association situation to AkLA-L.  As mentioned in the last paragraph of the update, the PNLA board, upon hearing from several individual PNLA members from Oregon, is concerned that the OLA membership is not well informed about OLA’s decision to leave PNLA.  PNLA is reaching out to the library media as well as to OLA members to correct the misunderstandings as well as to reassure the Oregon library community that PNLA wants to continue to have Oregon as an association member as it has been for the past 100 years.
The next board meetings will be held at the annual conference in Victoria, BC in early August.
Respectfully Submitted, Helen Hill, PNLA Representative
