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February 12, 2011					AkLA Past-President’s Report

I was honored to serve as a Mentor at PNLA Leads in October. It was a truly rewarding experience and I enjoyed getting to know some of our Alaska librarians much better.

As a nominating committee of one, I managed to pull together a slate of candidates for our annual election. It was a distinct pleasure to have so much interest in positions and people willing to serve the Association. 

I have served on the Library Advisory Committee working on the regulations for the Public Library Construction/Major Expansion grant program.

Awards committee report:  The AkLA Awards will take place this year at the conclusion of the Annual General Business Meeting on Saturday, February 19. The General Business meeting begins at 1:30 with the awards to be announced and presented at approximately 2:30. This is a radical departure from recent practice. In discussions at Face-to-Face in September the E-Council lent support to a change in when and how we present the awards. The conference coordinator scheduled the awards. As Awards chair, I pestered the various Roundtables and Committees to get their information to me on time in order to create the program. Awards being presented this year include: 

Outstanding Alaskana of the Year:  Yupiit Yuraryarait: Yup’ik Ways of Dancing by
James H. Barker and Ann Fienup-Riordan with Theresa Arevgaq John, translations by Marie Meade, David Chanar and Alice Rearden

AkLA Advocacy Award: Judi Andrijanoff

AkLA Conference Attendance Award:  Rebecca Heaton

AkLA Scholarships:  Amy Carney, Holly Dean, Claire Imamura and Chris Turner

B. Jo Morse Scholarships: Julie Leary, Sheila Degner and Vanessa Munro

My sincere thanks go to Jane Furstenau who has helped me in every step along the way in this three year odyssey. Jane can be credited for also creating the certificates this year.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Jo Joiner, AkLA Past-president
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