PNLA Report – Face to Face – September 24-25, 2010
Membership:

PNLA’s former membership software, GiftTool, has been cancelled.  PNLA is now successfully able to accept monetary transactions in USD and CAD using its new software, Memberclicks.  The new software allows PNLA’s membership officer (Jason Openo, Second Vice President) to transfer money from both the U.S. and Canada to PNLA’s account and enabled LEADS participants from Canada to pay their registration fees using a credit card.  PNLA has been having difficulties with membership software for several years and it is a huge step forward for the organization to be back on track again.  PNLA currently has 188 members: 150 Individual and 38 Institutional

Leadership Institute:

PNLA Leads will be held from October 17-22, 2010 at the Schweitzer Mountain Resort in Sandpoint, Idaho.  32 participants have been chosen.  The four from Alaska are Coral Sheldon-Hess from the UAA/APU Consortium Library, Susan Sommers from Anchorage Public Library, Patty Brown from the Haines Borough Public Library, and Tember Eliason from the Seward Community Library.  Mary Jo Joiner was chosen as the 2010 mentor from Alaska and will help guide the participants in examining their personal leadership styles, clarifying personal and professional goals, and envisioning the future of the library community as a whole.  Each member association, including AkLA, donated $1,000 to PNLA Leads.  In addition, AkLA participants will receive travel assistance for travel and registration through an Interlibrary Cooperation grant.
This was a challenging year for PNLA Leads budgeting.  The three-year IMLS Laura Bush 21st Century Librarians grant expired at the end of the last Institute (2008), and with the current state of the economy, the coordinators were unable to secure funding from either grants or vendors.  Therefore, the registration fee had to be set at $1,300 which is still a great value for a week-long institute but still challenging for many library staff members to manage.  PNLA is grateful to the many past Leads participants who stepped up and donated funds, as well as the fundraisers from the PNLA annual conference and generous support from the Alaska, Alberta, Idaho, Washington, and Montana Library Associations.  Funding will be sought to lower registration fees in 2012.

At the 2010 Institute, Mary DeWalt will transfer her duties as Leads Coordinator to Samantha Hines, and will then serve as Sam’s assistant.  PNLA welcomes all interested members to assist in fundraising and other activities for the 2012 Institute.

Young Reader’s Choice Award:

PNLA’s Young Reader’s Choice Award, established in 1940 by a Seattle bookseller, is the oldest children’s choice award in the U.S. and Canada.  Books are nominated by children, teachers, parents and librarians in the Pacific Northwest (but not by publishers) and are judged on popularity by readers.  The 2010 YRCA winners and the 2011 nominees are posted on the PNLA website.
PNLA Conferences:
The PNLA/WLA annual conference was held in Victoria B.C.  For those of you who missed this excellent conference, many of the conference presentations and handouts are available at http://nwcentral.org - the library continuing education clearinghouse of the Pacific Northwest.  The easiest way to see all the PNLA/WLA materials is to enter pnla/wla into the search box.  Unfortunately, the conference committee reported that the conference in Victoria lost money; they will meet to identify why certain items were over budget and revenue targets were not met.

One session attended by AkLA’s Past President, Mary Jo Joiner, (and me) was “PNLA’s Next 100 Years: Help Shape the Future.”  Representatives from every member association met with the PNLA board to discuss how PNLA could better demonstrate its value and continue to play a vital and unique role in the Northwest.  The group reviewed PNLA’s core activities which include the leadership institute, YRCA, direct financial sponsorship to state and provincial association conferences, annual conference, job board, and The PNLA Quarterly.  The two main questions for consideration are:

· What can PNLA do to help member associations achieve their goals?
· What can we do regionally that we cannot do alone?

Although the time allotted for the session did not allow the group to fully explore these questions, conference sponsorship, YRCA, and PNLA Leads were the most obvious answers as starting points to answer them.  The PNLA state and provincial representatives will work with member associations over the course of the upcoming year so that the PNLA board will have more data and ideas as it plans for its second century of library leadership and cooperation.

The 2011 conference will be held at the Doubletree Hotel, Spokane-City Center in Spokane, WA from August 3-6.
The 2012 conference will be held at the Sheraton Hotel in Anchorage, AK from August 1-4.  A committee of AkLA and PNLA members will be appointed 18 months before the conference, so please contact me (hhill@ci.homer.ak.us) if you’re interested in working on the Anchorage conference.  PNLA conferences offer high quality programming as well as great social and networking opportunities and the conferences held in Alaska are always fun as well as educational.
PNLA Quarterly:

Work is underway toward peer review for The PNLA Quarterly.  The board will have a discussion at their November meeting about whether or not to make the most recent issue of the Quarterly available to members only.
PNLA Board:

The PNLA Board met during the 2010 conference in Victoria.  The minutes are available at www.pnla.org (click on Officers, then click on Reports and Minutes).  The Board will also hold regular board meetings at the Dumas Bay Centre in Federal Way, WA in November 2010 and February 2011.  Please let me (hhill@ci.homer.ak.us) know if you would like for me to bring items to the board.
Respectfully Submitted,

Helen Hill

PNLA Representative

