Continuing Education Committee Report

September 2008, Face-to-Face

Freya Anderson, Chair

The committee has been fairly inactive since the last teleconference.  We made good progress early in the year in researching appropriate Web 2.0 resources for conference and making some suggestions to the conference committee.  Suggestions include:

1. Working to revitalize the AkLA blog, keeping it at least moderately active until the start of conference, at which point it can be used as a conference blog.  Currently, the blog is mostly sustained due to the efforts of Daniel Cornwall, who has committed to post at least once a week until conference.  His commitment ends at conference, so unless we have volunteers to keep the blog alive, it will probably go dormant shortly after conference.

2. Creating a conference wiki.  After researching the pros and cons of various options, it was decided that PBWiki was the best platform to use for the conference.  

a. Require or strongly request that conference speakers either post their class materials to the wiki, or provide them so that we can post the materials for them.

b. Use volunteers and speakers to blog the conference.  The goal is to have all sessions blogged, which will require specific commitments before conference.  

c. Provide training and assistance at and after conference for posting materials and comments.

d. Depending upon technical/internet capabilities in Kodiak, provide a posting station for posting to the wiki or blogging, and a training session near the start of conference.

Thanks to a hardworking group: Susan Mitchell, Robyn Russell, Daniel Cornwall, Deb Mole.??

Juneau Chapter Report

September 2008, Face-to-Face

Freya Anderson, Chair

This year, we have implemented several new programs, which have varying degrees of success:

1. We started a newsletter to learn more about libraries and library staff in Juneau.  Titled Rainy Day Readers, our first issue was recently published by Amelia Jenkins, Sheri Somerville, Katie Fearer and Maeghan Kearney.

2. Although we normally suspend meetings for the summer, we continued to hold monthly meetings throughout, focusing on continuing education sessions instead of on business meetings.  We learned about things like WorldCat.org, Royalty Free/Public Domain images available online, using podcasts and health resources online.  Attendance at these meetings was somewhat sparce, but the opportunity seemed to be appreciated by those who did come in out of the rain.

3. We’ve started a publicity tip of the month, taking inspiration from Alaskan libraries (I like the way Delta focuses the website on its users interests) and from publications or other tidbits found along the way.

4. To keep our website fresh, the chapter implanted a wiki, where we post handouts, publicity tips, and more.  See http://juneauchapter.pbwiki.com/.  Anyone can see the wiki, so feel free to check it out!

Heading into the winter, building on these activities, we are planning a membership drive and other activities.

