Alaska Library Association

Executive Council Meeting

Thursday, May 20, 2010 4:00 p.m.

Unapproved Minutes

AGENDA

1. The meeting was called to order @ 4:08   by AkLA President David Ongley

2. Additions to Agenda - none
3. Approval of Minutes: March 5, 2010


Motion to approve by Georgine, Second by MJ, Motion carries 

June Pinnell-Stephens joined the teleconference at 4:11
4. Brief Reports:


President’s Report: David Ongley: Govenor Parnell has until June 17 to sign capital budget; David has worked on Public Library Construction and Major Expansion Grant program; he posted a report to the AKLA Wiki with details.

Past-President’s Report Mary Jo Joiner - Unable to attend

Vice President’s Report: Michael Robinson - studied website and familiarized himself with his new role, and updated e-council list.

David advised that a list of outgoing chairs should be created. Mary will help Mike with details.  Mike asks everyone to let him know if there are details he should know or tasks he should do.


Treasurer’s Report: Patricia Linville - Patty  has spoken with outgoing treasurer Catherine about transfer details and she still needs to do a budget; she has created a balance sheet similar to the format Catherine used. Her written report is posted on the Wiki. 

Quickbooks online is now in use and Patty can access it online anytime at $420 annually. She will use the debit credit card with Wells Fargo Account (along with Mary Jennings ) for incidental expenses.


AKLA is in compliance with non profit status - Cook Haugeberg (AkLA accountants)  filed an extension and we are in compliance with the 99-N form.  Membership information has also been posted to the Wiki after being retrieved off RegOnline.


Mary Jennings discussed the details of 09 and 10 membership numbers.:  There are 433 current members, up from 375 previous year.

David asked about checking account activity - Patty said these are the checks that have been written on each account (the AkLA account and Grant account.) These will show on her budget report next time. 

State Library Update: Linda Thibodeau - Linda invited everyone to the 110 Year Birthday Party for the Historical Library and Museum (June 6 of 1900) - at the library - cake and ice cream, photos, etc.  Linda posted a more detailed report on theWiki, including information about the $20 Million for new building if Governor Parnell passes the budget and if general obligation bonds are passed on the Fall ballot. 


David asked if AkLA can help  - Linda said any kind of advocacy would be helpful, talking with Clark Gruening, etc. with the reminder that the State Library can’t advocate for themselves.


PNLA Report: Helen Hill - Report is posted on Wiki, and she reminds us that there are still two slots for PLNA leadership institute for someone from Alaska.  The Victoria conference is  in August - registration has just opened up at Empress Hotel.  The 2012 Conference will be in Anchorage July 31 - Aug 5 at the Sheraton.

ALA Report: Charlotte Glover - Her term ends at the end of June; getting ready to head to Washington DC, spoke with Senator Begich’s office and will contact them; transferring duties to Sue after June.  David said if there’s anything AkLA can do to help with Advocacy Day in DC to let us know.  Her report is posted on the Wiki. 
Committees, Roundtables, Chapters


Alaska Native Issues Roundtable:  Linda Wynne reported she continues to work on the task force for traditional native expressions with Dr. Lorene Roy.  They hope to come up with an improved document to present at mid-winter conference.  She mentioned talking stories on line that are at Tuzzy Library in Barrow. She is going to ALA in Washington DC in June. David advised that June Pinnell-Stephens will also be on the taskforce. David will be attending PLA also. 


Mary Jennings put up a completely revised copy of the 2010 Handbook on the Wiki main page.   People new to their office or who have new offices can download it from Wiki and she will update it regularly. 

5. Unfinished business


Conference 2010: Susan Mitchell:  final paperwork is almost finished and final reports and binders were mailed to MJ Grande this week.  There were  354 attendees with a profit $24,240.    $10,000 was given to Patty to pay the AkLA Lobbyist; a couple of uncashed checks are pending - these proceeds do not include income from the silent auction. Group gave a round of applause to Susan!

Susan reports there were 25 committees involved, and just a few reports left to file as they’re waiting for additional information. Online evaluations were very positive, especially for authors, food and accommodations.  Food prices were mentioned as a negative, as was the need to  pick up Sherman Alexie tickets at the hotel.  Susan reported that prices were actually cheaper than the last Anchorage conference.  After considering all options, she would have done it the same way, perhaps if she had known how much profit there would have been, it would have been nice to offset a few meals.  They did use the Sheraton lunch menu as their dinner menu, which saved a lot of money for attendees. 
Susan commended her committees and volunteers and how hard everyone worked to make a successful conference. 


Strategic Plan: David will talk to Mary Jo and distribute copies to e-council for possible discussion at face to face.
6. New Business

SB222 update - June Pinnell-Stephens June reported there are several problems with this legislation, the most serious being that  libraries are not exempt from coverage. She spoke with ACLU, Freedom to Read Foundation and David Horowitz.  She is asking AkLA to become a plaintiff to declare this law unconstitutional.  This would involve giving an affidavit  how it would impact members of AkLA (no costs associated) in their profession.

Patty moved to sign on as a plaintiff against SB 222, Mike seconded

Discussion:  Mike asked what June thought the chances are of it passing - it is now law, Governor has signed it.  Mike asked where libraries are liable?  June said combination of things - for instance, we cannot determine for sure what someone “believes”, and this is language in the bill.    She thinks the chances of having it overturned as unconstitutional are very good. Librarians would be criminally liable (a felony) for material they may know or not know is in their library or on line.  With public internet stations, even filtered, it’s well known that filters don’t work all the time and this could present a problem.

David asked if this applies to books, videos, etc - June pointed out the language that it covers everything in every format. 


David asked how the Alaska Civil Liberties union will perceive the issue?  June said on grounds of vague standards - she hasn’t seen the brief yet as it’s not completed yet.  The vagueness standard is the primary issue.  David asked if they are waiting for someone else to file or will they do it first?  June said constitutional issues are facially unconstitutional (cannot be applied in a way without denying someone’s first amendment rights );  second is the law an “as applied” challenge - it might be constitutional on it’s base, but as it’s applied, it harms someone.   ACLU will do the “facial” route in this case. 

June sees no cost to AkLA for joining the lawsuit.  Freya asked if there’s any guarantee about no cost?  June can’t see any. She could ask David Horowitz to put it in writing if needed. 

ALA is already a member of the media coalition. 

Patty mentioned an incident in Sitka with a young adult graphic novel - she wonders if this law impacts situations like this because the patron was under 18 years of age? 

June read Section 9 of the law which mentions “actual or simulated conduct” and the list of specifics following. Libraries have never had to worry about the indecency standard because they do not “broadcast”.  


Patty said she would be in favor of joining the lawsuit.

Discussion concludes, Motion Carries.

MJ commented that she  is interested in finding out about lobbying or how this became law and if we could have helped more before it became law. June advised that it was one of the Governor’s own bills. 


Conference Report 2011: MJ Grande


Juneau is next:  Plans are moving ahead slowly and she looking forward to the five boxes of information on conference planning that should arrive soon. 

“Information Illuminated” is the theme, and  Feb 17 is  preconference day.  Regular conference will be Feb 18 , 19, &  20 and both the Prospector and Gold Belt Hotels will be conference hotels.  The closing event may be at new airport facility -- MJ is hoping the University will help sponsor a major name to come to event.  David advised there are other ways to make that happen - MJ said she will call David. 

Book Bonanza Request - $1,250 - Patty confirms that is a line item in the budget Catherine had advised Patty that they used to request this later in the year; Patty will contact Jaque Peterson in Anchorage about the timing of the request. 


AkASL RegOnline Request - for partnering with AkLA in the use of RegOnline.  David asked Mary to present info:  School librarians wanted to know how AkLA did it and if they could tag along.   Mary explained the various options available to AkASL board.  There is also the option for them to contract with RegOnline directly. Memberships have increased so they may use a separate form and ride our coattails.  Regonline only sends one bill, but they do break out separate events (debits and credits).  If we add school librarians, that info would be broken out, too.  Treasurer will either send them a bill or write them a check every month to balance the books. E council needs to decide also, because school librarians are a roundtable of AkLA.  Freya asked if accounting could be quarterly or yearly instead of monthly?  Mary explained it depends on if the funds are needed right away or how often they would want their money.  Patty said she would be willing to work with them to try and figure out an efficient way for them to get their money.  Mary said that AkASL has voted that yes, they would like this option.  Mary says E-council needs to vote on if this option is good or not.


Patty suggests they bill us and she can pay an invoice.  Mary and Mike both agreed it’s good to have something in writing - a procedure and an agreement between them and us. Patty will work with them.

David asked if Mary would like a motion on this?


MJ recommends deferring making a decision until more information is gathered.  She thinks it makes tremendous sense, but having more details before we move on it is her recommendation.
7. Announcements - next meeting is Thursday, July 15 @ 4:00
Motion to adjourn by Freya, Second by Patty

Meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Joyce McCombs, Secretary

Alaska Library Association

