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Chapter Councilor Work
Since attending the ALA Annual meeting in Chicago and writing my July teleconference reports, I have continued to read ALA press releases, news items, e-mails, and LJ On-line as well as American Libraries on-line, selecting items of interest to forward to our list-serve.  
While in Missoula, I was honored to attend a breakfast with current ALA President Camila Alire. She is speaking passionately about what she calls “front line advocacy” and I have been forwarding items of interest from the Alaska Press for her such as articles and letters to the editor about our libraries and explaining the origins of them. 

For the Anchorage conference, I will be manning the ALA booth once again, and am helping to plan a session about ALA with a guest speaker. I’ll announce the details later.
If there is an area of interest that you would like more regular information on, please let me know. The world of ALA is vast and it is a challenge to break it down into manageable bits.

ALA Conferences 2010
ALA will have it’s Mid-Winter conference in Boston, January 15-20, 2010. The Annual Conference will be in Washington, DC, June 24-29th.. You can save up to 20% by purchasing your registration in an advance “bundle.” The price for both conferences for an ALA member is $305 and for a non-member $450. You must now be registered for conference before you can request a room in the ALA conference housing block.
Health Care

In August, Emily Sheketoff, Executive Director of the ALA Washington office sent a letter to Congress stating “strong support for health care reform legislation that includes a “public option,” if not a “single-payer” provision. “  A handful of the 65,000 ALA members resigned in protest and the letter generated some discussion among ALA members about whether health care is a “library” issue. Most agreed that it was given the large and ever growing amounts of money libraries are paying for staff benefits. This letter follows the ALA Council Action of July 15th in which we voted to endorse “ support for affordable universal health care,including the option of a single-payer health care program” 

Great Stories CLUB Grants

The ALA Public Programs Office and YALSA are now accepting online applications through November 2 for the next round of Great Stories CLUB grants at www.ala.org/greatstories. Funding was provided for this program by Oprah's Angel Network.

We The People Grants

The ALA Public Programs Office is partnering with the National Endowment for the Humanities for the seventh We the People Bookshelf project.. The theme for the 2009–2010 Bookshelf is “A More Perfect Union.” Public and school (K-12) libraries are invited to apply online from Sept. 8, 2009, through Jan. 29, 2010, at http://publicprograms.ala.org/bookshelf
Mentoring

ALA has launched MentorConnect in ALA Connect so you can find or become a mentor.

MentorConnect (”MC”) allows ALA members to create mentoring profiles that highlight their expertise and experience. After they’ve joined MC, ALA members can search for a mentor using a variety of criteria (gender, type of library, ethnicity, etc.) and request mentorship. ALA has launched MentorConnect in ALA 
2008-2009 Public Library Funding & Technology Access Study

ALA has just released “Libraries Connect Communities 3: Public Library Funding & Technology Access Study 2008-2009,” a new report which outlines many of the technology opportunities and challenges faced by U.S. public libraries in the wake of the economic recession. 

http://www.ala.org/ala/research/initiatives/plftas/2008_2009/index.cfm
Public Library Association

Many Alaskans are making plans to attend the 2010 PLA Conference in Portland, Oregon, March 23-27th. Registration and program information is available now on-line.

Two poster kits created by the West Bloomfield Township (Mich.) Public Library - “75 of the Best Books for Young Children” and “100 Best Books to Read in Kindergarten” - are now available for purchase from the PLA.Shipped in packs of 25, these poster kits are designed for libraries to distribute to their young readers. “For more information, visit www.pla.org. 

Young Adult Services Association
YALSA has published “Cool Teen Programs for under $100”, edited by Jenine Lillian. The book compiles selected inexpensive teen programs submitted by YALSA members in the United States and Canada, all easily replicable in multiple types of libraries at any budget.  (ISBN: 978-0-8389-8523-6), costs $35 ($32.50 for ALA members). It can be purchased through the ALA Store at www.alastore.ala.org or by calling 1-(866) SHOP-ALA.
Freedom to Read Foundation

Since Judith Krug’s death in April, Deborah Caldwell-Stone has been Acting Executive Director. Donations are being gratefully accepted to the foundation in Judith’s memory. 
The Foundation had a very successful 40th Anniversary Gala in Chicago and just released a “Book Censorship Map” of titles banned or challenged in 2007-2008 which displays more than 120 book challenges. Find the map and more at BannedbooksWeek.org.
Banned Books Week is September 26th  through October 3, 2009. ALA is hosting a “Readout” on September 26th hosted by author Chris Crutcher and featuring 6 of the 10 authors of the most banned books of 2008 including Justin Richardson, Peter Parnell, Lauren Myracle and Stephen Chbosky. 

The Association for Library Service to Children

ALSC in partnership with Candlewick Press, is once again offering the “Light the Way: Outreach to the Underserved” grant in 2010.  This $3,000 grant, which is presented in honor of Newbery Medalist and Geisel Honoree Kate DiCamillo, was first given in 2008 as a one-time award.  Through the generous contributions of Candlewick Press, the Light the Way grant will now continue in 2010. Criteria and an application for the grant are available now on the ALSC Web site at www.ala.org/alsc.  For more information on the Light the Way grant, please contact Jenny Najduch, ALSC marketing specialist, at jnajduch@ala.org or (312) 280-4026.
Also, ALSC  has added more recommended Web sites to Great Web Sites for Kids (www.ala.org/greatsites), its online resource containing hundreds of links to commendable Web sites for children.

