ALA Representative Report –January, 2011
I attended the American Library Association Meeting January 7-11, 2011 in San Diego. Most of my time was spent in various orientations for chapter councilors, ALA Council and Council Forums, where the issues of immediate concern to Council are discussed informally.

The overall health of the organization, according to treasury reports is good, despite a $1.6 shortfall. Although revenues were down slightly, so were expenses thanks to measures to trim operations at ALA headquarters.

ALA President Roberta Stevens reported on projects and initiatives including:

· a task force to promote equitable access to electronic content task force

· Our Authors, Our Advocates campaign, which has produced PSA that were to be distributed by virtual postcard on January 11th, and can be viewed at downloaded at: http://www.ilovelibraries.org/ourauthors/index.cfm 
· Cultivating your local notables toolkit  http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/advocacy/advocacyuniversity/localnotables/index.cfma
·  Frontline Fundraising campaign that will be launched in February

· a “Why I Need My Library” video contest for teens                 http://www.ilovelibraries.org/whyineedmylibrary
· Library Snapshot Day April 11, 2011 http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/advocacy/statelocalefforts/snapshotday/index.cfm
Molly Raphael, President-Elect, announced that she would be continuing ALA’s advocacy emphasis and promote leadership development.  She is visiting library schools to attract new members and talking to undergraduates to recruit new professionals.
For those of who are boomer librarians, a new group, the Retired Librarians Roundtable, has just been formed.

Other reports at the council meetings included:

· Spectrum Scholarship Report (75 funded, 100 qualified applicants turned down)

· ALA-ALP announced that  the electronic publication “Library Worklife” would now be available to all ALA members and that the website now includes a spot for free and expensive ways to recognize library staff members at Submit a star- http://ala-apa.org/nlwd/
· ALA Elections Schedule: Electronic balloting will begin on March 16, 2011.  Polls close on April 22, 2011.  Results available: April 29.

· Emily Shetakoff , ALA Washington office, commented on the passage of the MLSA (the reauthorization of LSTA) and noted that it was the only smaller piece of legislation that was tackled and passed by Congress in its post-elections session, that Congress’ 5% cut to its own budget might foreshadow across-the-board cuts that might affect LSTA funding
· FEMA  now recognizes library role in national disaster; libraries should contact local and state disaster officials to inform them and to set up action plans

· Susan Hildreth has been confirmed as head of the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the first public librarian to be chosen

· The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is partnering with ALA and 11 other agencies, including three large state libraries and Web Junction, to create a new initiative to make the case for investment in the infrastructure, particularly the technological one, of  libraries themselves.

The report that might be of most interest to Alaska libraries was the report of the task force on Traditional Cultural Expressions.  Two Alaskans, Linda Wynne and June Pinnell-Stephens, served on the task force.  The report will be available online, but the American Indian Library Association did not endorse this latest report.  AILA preferred the earlier version that AkLA had accepted by resolution but that was not supported by some ALA members, particularly those representing academic libraries.  I was asked to read the AILA statement to council after the presentation of the report.  I will be distributing the link to the report and copies of the AILA statement at our February AkLA conference for further discussion there.

Actual ALA governance issues were minimal.  Council was presented with resolutions on:
· Resolution on Notifying Conference and Meeting Attendees of Hotels Named on “Do not Patronize” Lists (concerning conference hotels involved in labor disputes)

· Two resolutions endorsing or supporting the founder of WikiLeaks and its activities

· A resolution to urge Congress to reconsider the DREAM Act, which would give citizenship to children and youth who are currently classified as illegal aliens. 
The first three resolutions were tabled and permanently removed from discussion.  The DREAM Act endorsement passed.(Dinner in Juneau or Anchorage for the first two people who read this far and let me know!)

I also attended sessions on E-Rate updates, the youth literature awards announcements in which former Alaskan Chrystal Carr Jeter was one of three award announcers and a new award for youth literature about GBLT issues was presented for the first time http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/mediapresscenter/presskits/youthmediaawards/alayouthmediaawards.cfm , the ALA Council Youth Caucus, and met with Kevin Cherry, the grants officer for the IMLS Laura Bush program, which funds the Alaska State Library’s Alaska Native Libraries, Archives, and Museums grant.  Kevin reported meeting San Diego teenagers who were involved in an IMLS-funded project.  One of them told Kevin, “I didn’t know much about libraries before I worked with this project, but I’ve found them to be a system of goodness.”
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