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The Academic Roundtable organized a very successful half-day pre-conference at the 2011 AkLA conference in Juneau on Thursday, February 17, 2011, at the Goldbelt Hotel.  Twenty-five participants, representing school, public, and academic libraries, attended the session, Jazz It Up: Tips and Techniques for Library Instruction.  

Along with Daria Carle and Anne Christie, six other librarians from the three UA campuses (UAA, UAF, UAS) each gave short presentations on various aspects of providing library instruction.  Rather than bringing in a speaker and organizing a more formal type of presentation, the co-chairs opted for a more informal pre-conference this time.  We purposely designed a very fluid, open-ended schedule for the afternoon, hoping it would encourage a free-flowing discussion, with lots of question and answer time in between the speakers—and we succeeded.  There was much discussion, sharing, and suggestions from nearly all of the participants.  In fact, we did not get to everything on the agenda, but we agreed that audience participation was much more important to the success of the pre-conference than completing everything on the program.
Tracy Leithauser (UAS) started us off with a presentation on ‘one-shot’ library sessions and discussed some of her techniques for teaching library skills to students in a very short (usually < one hour) time.  Next was Nancy Clark, who enlightened us all on the myriad resources available and the instruction provided for researching genealogy at the Anchorage Public Library.  Daria Carle and Page Brannon (UAA) introduced the group to LibGuides, librarian- created, multimedia portals to research information that UAA is using to teach library instruction.  LibGuides are very versatile, and can be created to focus on individual courses, specific subjects, ‘how-to’ topics, and a wide variety of other themes.  

The next speaker was Paul Adasiak (UAF) who gave a short session on screencasting and how it can be used for reference and instruction.  He showed examples of tutorials he had designed for Alaska’s Digital Archive on his own YouTube channel, and provided advice for anyone creating tutorials.  Finally, the last three speakers discussed ‘My Favorite Assignment’ and how each incorporated that assignment into library instruction sessions: Karen Jensen (UAF) on banned books; Jennifer Ward (UAS) on using haiku to distill the research process; and Anne Christie (UAF) on comparing magazines and journals.
A copy of the 2011 Academic Roundtable’s pre-conference program is attached.  Much more information, including notes and handouts, are available on the AkLA 2011 Conference wiki: http://aklaconference2011.pbworks.com/w/page/36011942/Jazz-It-Up
Alaska Library Association 2011 Conference, Juneau
Academic Roundtable Pre-Conference

Thursday, February 17, 1:00 – 4:30 p.m.

Jazz It Up: Tips and Techniques for Library Instruction
Welcome and Introduction 

· Planning a One-Shot Library Instruction Session / Teaching a Credit Course

Tracy Leithauser, UAS

Discussion and Questions

· How to Use Genealogy Resources at the Anchorage Public Library

Nancy Clark, APL

Discussion and Questions
· Using LibGuides for Library Pathfinders

Daria O. Carle and Page Brannon, UAA

Discussion and Questions

· My Favorite Assignment

Karen Jensen, UAF

Jennifer Ward, UAS

Paul Adasiak, UAF

Anne Christie, UAF
More?
Discussion and Questions
· Plagiarism Tutorial from Arcadia University
Anne Christie, UAF

Discussion and Questions

· Citation Software 

RefWorks

Zotera 

Mendeley

NoodleBib 

