Learning through Libraries:

Alaska Library Association Conference 2006

February 24-26, 2006

Hilton Anchorage Hotel

Exhibitor Information
Venue:  The conference is again being held at the Hilton Anchorage Hotel, in downtown Anchorage.  All exhibits will be in the Alaska Ballroom along with the Silent Auction table and computers for attendees to check email.  Banquets will be across the hall in the Bristol Bay Ballroom.

Travel:  Alaska Airlines is offering a 10% discount on all Y or F fares for the Conference using code CMR8326.  Please contact the Alaska Airlines Groups and Meetings Desk, 1-800-445-4435, 5:30 am to 6:00 pm (PT) Monday-Friday and 8:00 am to 4:30 pm (PT) Saturday.

Accommodations:  Conference room rates (single & double) at the Hilton Anchorage Hotel start at $85 + tax; request Alaska Library Association rate or SRP Code "ALA."  The last date to guarantee the Conference rate of $85 + tax is Sunday, January 22, 2006.  For reservations, contact:
Hilton Anchorage, 500 West Third Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501

http://www.anchorage.hilton.com
Hilton Anchorage Toll Free: 1-800-245-2527
Hilton Anchorage Fax: 1-907-265-7042

The Anchorage Parking Authority invites conference attendees to park in the 5th Avenue Parking Garage (enter on B Street) at the reduced rate of $3 per day. This offer is based on one entrance and exit of the parking garage each day. Conference attendees will need to bring their parking stub to the conference registration desk to be validated.  During the conference the Hilton will run a free shuttle bus between the Hilton and the 5th Avenue Parking Garage every 30 minutes beginning at 7:30 am.
Registration:  The Conference registration form is included with this mailing.  Early registration deadline is January 20, 2006.  Late registration rates will be charged for registrations postmarked or faxed after January 20, 2006.  Requests for refunds will be honored until February 28, 2006, minus a $50.00 processing fee.

Commercial membership:  Commercial AkLA memberships are available and provide a reduced exhibit rate.  Membership is included on the registration form.  Members receive Conference discounts, a copy of the Alaska Library Directory, which includes commercial listings, AkLA’s quarterly publication Newspoke, and subscription to AkLA-L, the Association’s email discussion list.
Registration confirmation:  Email confirmation will be sent upon receipt of the registration form.  Table assignments will be made by the Exhibits Committee.  Please make the Exhibits Chair aware of any special placement needs.
Sponsorship:  Conference sponsorships are warmly welcomed from exhibitors and gratefully acknowledged in the Conference program.  The registration form provides an opportunity to sponsor events.

Unattended tables:  Unattended tables are available if you are not able to attend the Conference in person; rates are listed on the registration form.  We will set up a table with materials that you provide.  Please note that these materials will not be returned to you.  Contact the Exhibits Chair with shipping needs for unattended tables.

Demonstration room:  A separate product demonstration area with Internet access may be made available with scheduled time slots if there is sufficient interest from exhibitors.  We will contact those who express interest in such a space with further details if there is sufficient interest.  Please look for this option on the registration form.

Shipping exhibit materials:  Art Services North will provide drayage services for those who need this service; their contract is included with this mailing.  February 13, 2006, is the earliest date that materials should arrive at Art Services North.  

Storage is also available at the Hilton Anchorage Hotel at a minimum charge of $25 per day.  Unfortunately, the hotel does not have space for crates.

Security:  The Hilton Anchorage Hotel and the Alaska Library Association do not provide security services during the Conference.  The Alaska Ballroom will be locked at night; however, this cannot guarantee security.  A Hold Harmless agreement is included on the registration form; please read and sign the provided space.
Exhibits schedule:  Exhibits need to be in place by 8:00 am, Friday, February 24.  Set-up can begin on Thursday, the 23rd, at 6:00 pm.  Exhibits need to be dismantled by 10:00 pm on Saturday, the 25th.  Exhibits will be open to attendees from 8 am to 7:00 pm on Friday and from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm on Saturday.  Two conflict-free exhibit breaks each day are being planned into the Conference schedule so that attendees can visit the Alaska Ballroom.

Each exhibitor will be provided one 6’ table with skirt.  Please come prepared to set up your booth with any power strips and/or extension cords that may be needed; check the appropriate space on the registration form if electrical power is needed.

Exhibitor reception:  The traditional Exhibitors’ Reception will be held Friday, February 24, from 5:30 to 7:00 pm in the Alaska Ballroom.  Music will be provided by the Emeralds, an alternative style septuplet with selections ranging from jazz to bluegrass.  If there is someone whom you would especially like to introduce or escort you at the Reception, please notify the Exhibits Chair so we can be sure this person is invited.

Utilities / Internet service / Equipment needs:  You must indicate your need for telephone line and/or Internet access and any other equipment needs on the exhibitor registration form.  This information will help determine where you are placed in the Alaska Ballroom.  The Exhibits Committee will coordinate the installation of telephone lines and other equipment.  Charges will be $35 per day for phone service, $100 per day for T-1 Internet service.  Exhibitors will be billed for any long distance charges after the conference.

Contests/Door prizes:  Contests and door prizes add to the fun of Conference and bring attendees to your table.  Feel free to have your own drawings for promotional materials. 

Conference participation:  Please feel free to take advantage of the tours that are being offered to attendees as well as conference sessions.  Detailed information on, and registration for, these can be found on the Conference website, http://www.akla.org/anchorage2006.
An Authors’ Dessert Reception will also be held Friday, February 24, from 7:30 to 10:00 pm, across town at the UAA/APU Consortium Library.  Bus service from the Hilton Anchorage is being arranged for those who want to attend this event; please indicate your interest in using this bus service on the registration form.  

Meals:  Conference luncheons and banquets are good times to visit with attendees and learn about attendees’ interests, needs, and concerns.  Meal choices and prices are listed on the registration form.

Green Event:  Once again, the AkLA Conference is a registered ‘Green Event’ with Green Star, Inc., an EPA award-winning organization that encourages recycling and environmental responsibility.  Look for the recycling bins for glass and plastic bottles, aluminum cans, and paper during the conference.  We’ll also be collecting those items after the lunch and evening events, as well as collecting cardboard and unused catalogs when the exhibits close.  Packing tips for exhibitors can be found online at http://www.greenstarinc.org/downloads/geefficiency.pdf
Others to invite:  Please let us know if there are other user groups, beyond Conference attendees, who would be interested in visiting your exhibit.  We will send invitations to those groups; any contact information from you would be helpful.

Important dates:
Registration deadline







1/20/2006

Late registration






after
1/20/2006
Last date for hotel conference rate





1/22/2006


Earliest date for shipping arrivals at Art Services North


2/13/2006

Set-up can begin




Thursday, 2/23/2006,   at 6:00 pm

Exhibitor reception from 5:30 to 7 pm




2/24/2006

Takedown date and time



Saturday, 2/25/2006, by 10:00 pm

Last day for refund requests






2/28/2006
Contact information:
Exhibits chair is Dorothy Arab, P.O. Box 244373, Anchorage AK 99524-4373; 907-337-5772; akla2006-exhibits@hotmail.com.

Registration is being coordinated by Ian Chan, UAA/APU Consortium Library, 3211 Providence Drive, Anchorage, AK  99508-4614; 907-786-1835; fax 907-786-1834; ianchan@uaa.alaska.edu.
http://www.akla.org/anchorage2006
